THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT LEGAL DUTIES

Respecting
The Human Rights Act is a UK human rights:
law which places a legal duty
on public authorities to
respect, protect and fulfil

A ‘'negative’ duty.
Public authorities

' : Protecting must not breach
people’s human rights. human rights: people’s rights and only restrict
Public authorities include: A ‘positive’ duty. Public RESPECT ”ghtf i ,':_'S Ichfu_l’ for 4
authorities must take grsg:)rlacrl\jt:.lm’ an
e core public bodies - reasonable steps to
publicly funded state safeguard our

services. rights if they
are at risk. \
» hybrid public bodies - a

private or charitable

organisations that are PROTECT FULFIL Fulfilling
performing a public human rights:
function.

A ‘procedural’ duty.

Public authorities

must investigate
when things go wrong and take measures to

stop it from happening again.
Find out more at bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what- P! ppening agdl

duties-do-public-services-have

g ° 9
© 2026 The British Institute of Human Rights is a registered charity (1101575) and registered company (4978121). Correspondence and The British |!"5t|tUte éb&
registered office address: BIHR, 167-169 Great Portland Street, Fifth Floor, London WIW 5PF. of Human Rights "0%%\


https://www.bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-duties-do-public-services-have
https://www.bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-duties-do-public-services-have

