
 

 

 

Changes to support for children with 

special educational needs and 

disabilities in England 

A human rights response 

  

July 2026 

 

 

In February, the UK Government wrote 

down their plans to change how 

children and young people with extra 

learning needs get support in England. 

 

 

We talk about children who need extra 

support to learn as having Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities, or 

SEND for short. 
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The UK Government shared their plans 

and asked people to tell them what 

they thought about the changes. This 

is called a consultation. 

 

 

BIHR decided to tell the UK 

Government what we think, and we 

also asked our RITES Committee to tell 

us their views. 

 

 

BIHR’s RITES Committee is a group of 

people who have used the Human 

Rights Act to change things in their 

own lives, or by helping someone else. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bihr.org.uk/our-work/lived-experience/the-rites-committee
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This is what we said to the UK 

Government: 

 

1. We want the UK Government to 

focus on giving more help to the 

system, not changing it. 

 

Any changes that are made 

should follow the Human Rights 

Act. 

 

The Human Rights Act is the law 

that protects our human rights in 

the UK. Click here to get our Easy 

Read guide to the Human Rights 

Act. 

https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/easy-read-hub/easy-read-guide-to-the-human-rights-act
https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/easy-read-hub/easy-read-guide-to-the-human-rights-act
https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/easy-read-hub/easy-read-guide-to-the-human-rights-act


Page 4 of 7 

 

2. The consultation process must be 

fair, and it must follow the law. 

 

This is important because many 

human rights could be affected 

by the changes, like the right to 

education. 

 

3. There should be fair and 

independent ways for families to 

speak up if they do not agree. 

 

The right to a fair trial says this is 

very important. 

https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/the-right-to-education
https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/the-right-to-education
https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/the-right-to-a-fair-trial
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4. People should get the help they 

need, not just the same help as 

others. This means different 

people may need different help. 

 

The right to be treated fairly says 

this is very important. 

 

5. Families should help make 

decisions about them.  

 

Families’ rights should matter 

more than saving money. 

https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/the-right-to-be-free-from-discrimination


Page 6 of 7 

 

 

The right to respect for private 

and family life means people 

should be involved in choices that 

affect them. 

 

 

6. Public services need enough 

money and support to do their 

jobs well. This helps them respect 

and protect human rights. 

 

https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/the-right-to-respect-for-private-and-family-life-home-and-correspondence
https://bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/the-right-to-respect-for-private-and-family-life-home-and-correspondence
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Where can I find more information? 

 

For more Easy Read information about 

human rights, you can visit the Easy 

Read Hub on BIHR’s website. 

  

 

This Easy Read document was made 

with Photosymbols. 

 

BIHR is a charity that needs help to do 

work like this. Click here to find out how 

you can support BIHR. 
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